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Car Accidents in Los Angeles	Comment by Tiffany Egan-Rojas: Throughout the paper, I would’ve said car crash instead of car accident – even if your source says otherwise
The injury problem of focus is related to car accidents in Los Angeles (LA). The coding criterion for cCar crash injuries in LA is based on Reference Number 506.1, which is referred to as Triage Trauma Decision Scheme. There is also an inclusion criterion of car accidents which focuses on one or more traumatic injuries, sustenance of injuries with codes such as S00, S10, S20, S30, S40, and S50 among others (Schenke et al., 2018). Patients who are transferred to hospitals using EMS or ambulatory services, those who die from car crash injuries and those who sustain traumatic injuries are included in the National Trauma Data Standard of LA while those who do not meet any of these conditions are not included in the National Data on car accidents in LA (source?). LA has also developed a car injury and trauma policy which covers patients with blood pressure less than 90mmHG, those with respiratory late lesser than 29breaths/minute, those with pelvic injuries, spinal cord injuries, head and chest injuries among others (Goudilyan et al., 2018).	Comment by Tiffany Egan-Rojas: Spell this out since it’s the first time you’re using it in the paper “Emergency Medical Services”
Los Angeles is one of the cities which is known to have multiple car accidents, despite the efforts of the city to minimize the accidents through accommodating a strategy known as ‘‘Vvision Zero''. The primary goal of this strategy is to reduce the number of injuries that occur in the city hence reaching zero accidents by 2025 (Goudilyan et al., 2018). Unfortunately, car accidents in the city have been increasing daily since drivers have been negligent. The appropriate statistics that demonstrate the magnitude of car accidents and the costs associated with the same are critical in reviewing this problem. 
Car accidents in Los Angeles have continued affecting the citizens negatively, though it is not usually their faults. In 2016 there were around 55,360 traffic accidents in Los Angeles. In other words, this means that there was a 7 percent increase fromon the previous year, which was 20 percent from 2014 (Schenke et al., 2018). The accidents in LA usually involve collisions which may occur especially between one or two more vehicles.  It is also worth noting that the accidents in Los Angeles have led to around 260 deaths in 2017 which is regarded to be an increase of almost 43 percent over the previous year (2016) (Source?). In 2018,; Los Angeles city recorded the highest number of car accidents and fatalities in the whole of California with a total of 82, 437 cases. 
The following table shows a comparison of car accident deaths and fatalities among five cities in California;
	City
	Number of car accident fatalities and injuries in 2018

	Los Angeles
	82, 437

	Orange
	21, 451

	San Diego
	20, 385

	San Bernardino 
	14, 801

	Riverside
	13,318



The increase and prevalence of many traffic deaths in Los Angeles is viewed as a common national trend. Therefore, the drivers are urged to observe the rules and regulations that encourage the safety of other human beings in roads. In regards to the issue of car accidents in Los Angeles, it is evident that they cause many permanent injuries and fatalities. As such, the federal study concerning crash data asserts that a pedestrian is likely to have 10 percent chances of dying when the vehicles are travelling at only 20mph (Fernández, García-Escudero & Molinero, 2019). 	Comment by Tiffany Egan-Rojas: This would be a good place to follow up with average speeds in LA or speed limits in LA to show that drivers are going at speeds greater than 20mph (I’m assuming?) 
It is fundamental to understand the causes of car accidents in Los Angeles. Car accidents in Los Angeles are attributed to many risk factors which may touch on different aspects of this issue. The first cause is the presence of very many vehicles on the roads. The improving economy and the affordability of gas prices have favoured many people since they have been motivated in purchasing vehicles. As a result, there are too many vehicles on the roads which increase the prevalence of accidents especially when the vehicles overtake and change lanes carelessly. 
Another reason is that drivers are usually very distracted as they are driving since their cars are always equipped with advanced types of technologies such as satellite radios screens, mobile devices, communication systems, and GPS systems (De Souza et al., 2017). On that note, the state laws have considered abolishing the use of cell phones for talking and texting in case a driver is on the wheel (source?). Hence, it is clear that reckless driving continues to be one of the major leading causes of car accidents in Los Angeles. Another primary factor that causes car accidents in the city is over speeding, which is a direct violation of the traffic rules (Source?). 
Car accidents in Los Angeles are associated with various costs which range from personal to financial-based. Neck injuries and Whiplash are widespread accidents and injuries that are caused by accidents by vehicles. They may be temporal or permanent although they require specialized medication in order to helpsolve the victim's quality of life. The costs for these injuries are usually between $7, 000 to $20, 0000 depending on whether the cases are typical or not. In case the injuries are very severe, they can go up to $100, 000 (Schenke et al., 2018). Besides, spine injuries are associated with high costs in Los Angeles. In case a car accident happens, and the victim's spine is affected, they may be required to pay not less than $50, 000 in order to avoid any paralysis. According to De Souza et al. (2017), paralysis is also related to the high costs of value in the city of Los Angeles. As such, this condition can either be partial or complete. In this case, high costs are likely to be paid since there is an attempt to exhaust the policy limits of the responsible driver. Therefore these costs are usually not less than $1 Million. 
There are also consultation costs in case of car accidents in Los Angeles. The lawsuits incur a lot of expenses to proceed with the processes in case of complaints. Lawsuits in Los Angeles are costly since they involve the law and healthcare providers before the victim is provided with the green light to proceed to claim compensation. Lawsuits' costs depend on how critical the case is. According to Fernández et al. (2019), car accidents are related to insurance costs. Insurance costs in Los Angeles are expensive to follow upon receiving compensation. This is because they demand evidence from other agencies and doctors before they agree to pay (Source?). In this case, doctors' services may be expensive to pay especially if the car accident is critical. Insurance costs are also costly in cases where the victims of accidents or injuries are not insured. 
In summation, it is important for drivers in Los Angeles to take note of traffic rules when they are driving. As it is shown in this discussion, the majority of car accidents are caused by the overtaking of vehicles and over speeding. Drivers should also avoid drugs and alcohol while driving since this will prevent severe injuries. In addition, there should be the establishment of physical changes and marks that aid drivers of the dangerous parts of the road as they drive. Drivers should assume responsibility and be guided by the fact that life is too precious to be negligent when they are on the road. For that reason, being keen and ensuring that traffic rules are always followed will significantly reduce car accidents hence saving lives in Los Angeles. 
You did a really good job finding a lot of data and statistics about this problem in LA. You even delved into insurance costs – something people often forget. I would just like to see more sources listed in your paper whenever you list a factual statement or statistic in a sentence. 
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